
Functional Maths Level 1&2 – Course Plan 

Tutor – Tim Goldstein 

 

We start with an initial assessment, to check that this course is right for you. 

We then have a 2½  hour session every week, for 3 terms. In addition to this I 
suggest you do 2½  hours of homework to practice what you have learnt each 
session. It’s important that you make this time, to consolidate each topic and gain 
confidence. 

 

We’ll sit the Functional Maths exam at the end of the course, though some students 
may be ready before this. You can use a calculator, but you also need to be pretty 
good at working things out in your head or on paper. But by the time we get to this 
stage, you’ll have had lots of practice. We will try to cover topics more than once.  

 

All you need to bring to class is A4 paper and a ring-binder, pens and a ruler. A 
clear calculator is useful. Try to get into the habit of dating work and keeping it in order 
from the start: paperwork on any course quickly accumulates, and you’ll need to refer 
back to things from earlier lessons, particularly information handouts. 

Organise yourself to get the most from the course. Bring the few things that you 
need to each class. Make regular study times at home, but not too long. And get to 
class on time so we can all work together from the start. 

You need to come to every class. If you know you're not going to be able to come, 
ring the Friends Centre and leave a message. 

 

We will spend some time using computers in class. You don’t need Internet access at 
home in order to do this course, but it is a handy way of going over topics if you feel 
you need more practice, or catching up on topics you've missed.  

We have a Virtual Learning Environment or Blog website, where a lot of the self-
teach lessons and other things we use have been collected together in one place, to 
make it easy to access. Go to the Blog website at http://timsclasses.wordpress.com/ ,  and 
click on Tim's Functional Maths Classes.  Save this website address as a favourite. All 
students can use it. 

If you want to do some work on-line, a good place to start is BBC Skillswise on 
www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise . This site is very popular with students. It's good for plugging 
gaps in your knowledge and building confidence. There are factsheets, worksheets, 
quizzes & games. 

 
 
 
 

http://timsclasses.wordpress.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise


Course Outline – 3 Terms – Level 1&2 
 
Numbers & Formulae Measure, Shape, Space Handling Data 

 
Whole numbers. 
Big numbers. Place value. 
¦ 
Negative numbers. Temperatures [°C & °F]. Conversion charts. 
¦ 

Arithmetic +/-/x/
Mental & written methods. 
How it all fits together. 
Shortcuts. 
¦ 
Fractions and %  [the basics].     Charts [the basics]. 
 

Decimals +/-/x/    Money calculations.  Surveys. Collecting data.
  
Place value.   ¦     Types of tables & charts 
¦     ¦     [eg line graph, bar chart]. 
¦     ¦     ¦ 
Estimates & checks.  Length/weight/liquids . Drawing charts to represent 
Using a calculator.  Metric & imperial units.  data visually [eg growth]. 
     Formulae.     ¦ 
          Getting info from charts. 
 

Fractions +/-/x/    Time & other measures. 
¦     ¦ 
Percentages.   Money [eg price cuts, pay   
¦     rises, profit & loss, interest].      
Equivalent decs/fracs/percs.      Probability. 
 
          Averages & range 
          [sets of figures]. 
 
Ratio & proportion.  Length/weight/liquids.  Scale drawings and maps. 
     Decimals & measures again. 
 
Formulae.    2 dim & 3 dim shapes.    
¦     Perimeter, area, volume. 
¦     ¦ 
Estimates & checks.  Costing (flat charge + unit cost). 
Using a calculator.  Converting currency;  metric & imperial. 
     Compound measures (speed, density). 
 

[Plus lots of revision sessions and practice exam papers, before the real exam.] 


